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Ionian is A major scale (ww1/2www1/2), a Major mode.  

Locrian is based on the 7th scale degree and is considered a Minor mode. it will take an additional 3 flats to the tonic minor 
key or 5 flats to the tonic major key to properly play an Locrian scale. Locrian produces the darkest modal color.

Aeolian is a natural minor scale (w1/2ww1/2ww) based on the 6th scale degree. Adding 0 sharps or flats to the tonic minor 
key or adding 3 flats to the tonic major key will result in An Aeolian scale/key signature.

Lydian is based on the 4th scale degree and is considered a Major mode. add 1 sharp to the tonic major key to determine the key 
signature. Another way of determining the Lydian mode would be to raise the 4th scale degree of any major scale. Lydian is 
considered the brightest modal color.

Mixolydian is based on the 5th scale degree and is considered a Major mode. Add 1 flat to the tonic major key to determine the 
key signature. Another way of determining the Mixolydian mode would be to lower the 7th scale degree of any major scale.

    This exercise introduces the player to intervallic ear training by slurring through the various compositional modes. This 
study will focus on those scales and they are patterned below. Here are several ways to properly determine the specific 
characteristics of each mode presented. All modes will fall into one of two categories; Major mode or Minor mode, meaning 
the scale in question can be compared to a major or minor scale with a distinct "flavor" (altered half steps) that makes it its 
own particular mode - Examples are detailed below. Since this particular study is in G, the scalar pattern below is based in the 
key of C.
    Not only can you drone the key of the day, in this case G, but should also drone the starting pitch of each line. For example, 
while playing line 3 drone a G and also an E in order to get a good sense of what the interval will sound like. Do so for all 
lines.
    I strongly encourage you to sing through the entire line using common solfeggio syllables.

Extension Slurs

Phrygian is based on the 3rd scale degree and is considered a Minor mode. Adding 1 flat to the tonic minor key or adding 4 
flats to the tonic major key will result in a Phrygian scale/key signature. Another way of determining the Phrygian mode 
would be to lower the 2nd scale degree of any natural minor scale.

Dorian is based on the 2nd scale degree and is considered a minor mode. Adding one sharp to the tonic minor key or adding 
two flats to the tonic major key will raise the 6th scale degree of any natural minor scale.

Ionian 


